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CompareMaine 6.0 is planned to go live September 28, 2018. 

Key Highlights of CompareMaine 6.0

· The cost data has been updated to reflect January 1, 2017 – December 31, 2017.   Note:  Surgical procedure cost estimates (10 procedures) have not been updated for this release, and their costs remain reflective of the July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017 time period due to a transition to a new episode grouping tool that is tentatively planned to occur in our first release in 2019. MHDO will provide more information regarding the transition when it becomes available. 
· Twelve new procedures have been added to CompareMaine. 
· The number of times a facility has performed a service or procedure for insured individuals has been added to the data display. 
· Due to outdated data, the inability to locate another data source, or establish an alternate collection method, CompareMaine will no longer include the CG-CAHPS Patient Experience Data.
· The HCAHPS Patient Experience Summary Star has been updated to reflect 07/01/16-6/30/17. 
· The SIR for C.diff and MRSA have been updated to reflect 07/01/16-6/30/17. 
· The data for Preventing Serious Complications reflect July 1, 2014 – September 30, 2015. 
· Chiropractic data, displayed by geographic region, will be available. 
· An interactive tool to view healthcare procedures costs reported on CompareMaine over time will be available. 

Cost Outliers
Payer-specific cost estimates that have been identified as outliers—costs that are five deviations from the statewide median and have absolute deviations greater than $100 from the statewide mean—have been shared with payers for further review.  MHDO makes every effort to provide accurate information on this website. Healthcare providers and insurance companies included on CompareMaine are sent the cost data to review for accuracy before they are released. Estimates published on this website are within 10% of payer and facility estimates.  (discussed and agreed to by payers impacted)


Timeline to Provide Feedback
In order to meet the September release date of CompareMaine 6.0, all feedback must be received between August 9 – 22.  We are committed to working with facilities and payers to resolve any issues and concerns with the updated information in CompareMaine 6.0.

Please note, if feedback is not received during this period, MHDO will proceed with publishing the data on CompareMaine 6.0 in September 2018.   


Timeline

	Date
	Action

	August 1  
	MHDO e-mails initial announcement to facilities and payers regarding the release of CompareMaine 6.0. (this email)

	August 9
	MHDO e-mails facilities and payers a link to CompareMaine 6.0 for review. Payers will also receive a spreadsheet that details any procedure(s) where the cost estimate(s) are flagged as outliers by the MHDO. 

	August 9 – August 22
	Review Period: During the two-week review period payers and facilities should contact HSRI (comparemainedata@hsri.org) with any questions or concerns about their cost estimates. 

	August 9 – September 6 
	MHDO responds to payer and facility questions. We will assess the concerns and indicate whether we will be able to implement a solution prior to the launch of CompareMaine 6.0, or initially leave the estimate off CompareMaine and work with the facility or payer to incorporate the estimate in a future release. 

	September 28
	MHDO releases CompareMaine 6.0 to the public.





NYSHealth funding, HonestHealth conducted an inventory of more than 230 health care transparency tools across the United States. The resulting interactive, online database evaluates tools in four categories: physicians, hospitals, prescription drug pricing, and health insurance purchasing. An accompanying report prepared by the Human Services Research Institute, "Advancing Health Care Transparency for Consumers: A National Inventory of Tools to Guide State Policy," summarizes key findings from the inventory and offers best practices and recommendations for New York State to consider for new or existing tools.
HonestHealth rated health care transparency tools on the basis of the number of specified features each had out of a possible total of 59 features on the HonestHealth list.  All features were given equal weight and importance in the final score.  In the Hospital category, HonestHealth ranked CompareMaine second-best in the Price sub-category (19 of 32 possible measures) and fifth-best overall out of 133 listed websites.
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