September 18, 2013
Ms. Karynlee Harrington
Maine Health Data Organization
53 State Houst Station
211 Water Street
Augusta, Maine 04333
Subject:

Invitation to Participate in Maine Innovation Model (SIM)
Data Infrastructure Subcommittee

Dear Ms. Harrington,
The Maine State Innovation Model Steering Committee would like to invite you to
participate in the SIM Data Infrastructure Subcommittee. As you know, the goal of SIM is to test
whether revised payment and service delivery models will result in improved results when
implemented in the context of a Maine-sponsored state health care innovation plan. Three
subcommittees are being formed to support the work that will test the hypothesis. You have
been identified by the Steering Committee as a representative whose background and expertise
would greatly benefit the work of the Subcommittee on Data Infrastructure.
The SIM Data Infrastructure Subcommittee will advise key projects and objectives within
the scope of SIM towards improving data infrastructure systems and technology across the
state of Maine. Specifically, advising on technical capabilities related but not limited to
data infrastructure investments, use of national data standards and clinical and administrative
data availability and interoperability. The Subcommittee will advise the SIM partners and the
Steering Committee on areas of alignment of SIM data and analytics infrastructure activities with
other public and private projects underway across the State.
The Subcommittee on Data Infrastructure will be chaired and managed by
HealthInfoNet. Chairs will be responsible for managing collaboration between subcommittee
members and SIM partners; will manage and facilitate subcommittee work, will set meeting
schedules and maintain membership, and will ensure the subcommittee adheres to the
expectations of identified deliverables.
Subcommittee member accountabilities include serving as a liaison to statewide
programs and organizations to support the intent of SIM initiatives, provide needed expertise
and input, engage in meetings and activities and inform and advise the Steering Committee,
through the subcommittee chairs on an as needed basis. Subcommittee members are asked to
serve on the subcommittees on a voluntary basis, in an unpaid capacity. For more information
about Maine’s SIM grant, please consider visiting the website at
http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/oms/sim/.

Upon your acceptance to serve, Katie Sendze, Chair of the Data Infrastructure
Subcommittee, will inform you of the date, time, and location of the first meeting of this
subcommittee. We sincerely hope that you will accept our invitation to participate on this key
group. Please let us know your decision at your earliest convenience by email to Katie Sendze
at the HealthInfoNet at ksendze@hinfonet.org.
Sincerely,

Kevin Flanigan, MD
Medical Director, Office of MaineCare Services
Maine Department of Health and Human Services
Chair, SIM Steering Committee

Katie Sendze, MBA
Program Director
HealthInfoNet
Chair, Data Infrastructure Subcommittee

cc:

Mary C. Mayhew, Commissioner, Maine Department of Health and Human Services
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Subcommittee General Information and Program Requirements

