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Data Dictionaries Introduction
Structure and Processing
MHDO’s data dictionaries are designed as a supplement to the Data Release files for the All Payer Claim Database (APCD). These are not official policy documents. They are a tool for aiding in the use of the data and understanding the fields and formats provided by MHDO using data submitted by Payers. All payers and data users should familiarize themselves with MHDO’s policy documents such as 90-590 Chapter 243 for details on the data submitted and Chapter 120 for details on the release process.
The MHDO APCD consists of two main groups of data, claims and eligibility. Both are divided into the types of claims: Dental, Medical, and Pharmacy. Claims files are submitted with each type in a separate file. During submission of data the three types of eligibility are submitted as a single file with flags indicating which types of coverage apply to a particular member. In most cases, data is submitted by payers monthly or quarterly. During the submission process, the files are put through a series of validations and quality checks.
Before release of APCD data, records are split into their component fields, some of which are then encrypted or processed to provide calculated information and maintain privacy of individuals. Some of these fields have a complicated history as adjustments have been made over time to continue to ensure security alongside the progression of technology. If you are requesting older data sets there may be differences relative to the latest data dictionary.
Data Files Example
	Typical Restricted Data Files
	Typical Practitioner Identifiable Data Files

	vwRelease_RestrictedDC_Full_Final
	*vwRelease_RestrictedDC_Full_Final

	vwRelease_RestrictedDE_Full_Final
	*vwRelease_RestrictedDE_Full_Final

	vwRelease_RestrictedMC_Full_Final
	vwRelease_RestrictedMC_PI_Full_Final

	vwRelease_RestrictedME_Full_Final
	*vwRelease_RestrictedME_Full_Final

	vwRelease_RestrictedPC_Full_Final
	*vwRelease_RestrictedPC_Full_Final

	vwRelease_RestrictedPE_Full_Final
	*vwRelease_RestrictedPE_Full_Final

	
	

	vwSupport_DC_Provider
	vwSupport_DC_ProviderPI

	vwSupport_DC_ProviderMaster
	vwSupport_DC_ProviderMasterPI

	vwSupport_MC_Provider
	vwSupport_MC_ProviderPI

	vwSupport_MC_ProviderMaster
	vwSupport_MC_ProviderMasterPI

	vwSupport_PC_Provider
	*vwSupport_PC_Provider

	vwSupport_PC_ProviderMaster
	*vwSupport_PC_ProviderMaster

	
	

	vwSupport_HGCPT
	*vwSupport_HGCPT

	vwSupport_HGDX
	*vwSupport_HGDX

	vwSupport_PAYER
	*vwSupport_PAYER

	vwSupport_PSPEC
	*vwSupport_PSPEC


*Practitioner Identifiable either not relevant for this file type or not generally requested, so not typically generated. Please contact MHDO directly for more information if you are interested in what additional options might be available.
Use of Support Tables
The data dictionaries provide a detailed description of the claims, eligibility, and support tables distributed by the MHDO. What follows is a high-level overview of how these data should be linked together.
HGDX and HGCPT tables
Payers may occasionally use “local” diagnosis and procedure codes when there is no existing ICD-9/10 or CPT code that covers a given diagnosis or procedure. The HGDX and HGCPT tables document these “local codes.” Any of the diagnosis codes on a claim may use a code appearing on the HGDX table. The values on the HGCPT table can be used in the CPT code field on a claim. Please not that a given code is only associated with the payer listed on the record. These codes are not common between payers.
Payer Table
Each of the claims and eligibility tables have a PAYER and a SUBMITTER field. These document the underwriting and the submitting entities. Each of values for submitters has a corresponding entry on the PAYER table that provides the name of the entity. Please note that not all paying entities have an entry on this table—only those entities who are required to register with the MHDO are represented in this list.
Provider Tables
Each row on the three claims data tables has a PRVIDN field (DC911_PRVIDN, MC912_PRVIDN, and PC920_DEA_PRVIDN) that links to the appropriate provider detail file. For non-provider identifiable dental data, this is the DC_Providers file. For pharmacy and non-provider identifiable medical claims, this is MC_Providers. For provider identifiable dental and medical claims, this is DC_ProviderPI and MC_ProvidersPI, respectively. These support tables document the provider information that was included on the claim line received by MHDO. A single provider may have many different provider detail rows, since the provider may be represented differently on different claims.
The pharmacy claims also have a PHARMID field (PC913_PHARMID). This links to the file PC_Providers and documents the pharmacy information included on that claim line.
Each of the provider detail files has a DPCID field (DCSP014_DPCID, MCSP014_DPCID, PC902_DPCID) that links to DC_ProviderMaster, MC_ProviderMaster, PC_ProviderMaster, DC_ProviderMasterPI, or MC_ProviderMasterPI, depending on the type of provider detail file (e.g., MC_Providers links to MC_ProviderMaster while MC_ProvidersPI links to MC_ProviderMasterPI). While there may be many detail rows for a given provider, there will only be a single master file row for the entity. Please note that not all provider detail rows are associated with a master file row.
PSPEC Table
Payers may occasionally use “local” provider specialty codes when there is no existing provider specialty code that meets their needs. The PSPEC table documents these payer assigned specialty codes that may appear in the provider detail data for a given payer. Please note that a given code is only associated with the payer listed on the record. These codes are not common between payers.
Using the Dictionaries
The Release files and thus the accompanying dictionaries are separated into the core claims/eligibility data and supporting files such as provider tables. Identifiers have been included in each table where needed. Unless otherwise noted, it can be assumed that fields with the same name can be considered equivalent; although the underlying data might have different values depending on circumstances.
While the MHDO has a number of controls in place in order to help ensure the quality of the data in the APCD, these data originate from a number of different submitters with different business policies and processes. Even when two originators adhere to the same data standards, these differences can create analytic challenges. Similarly, since the APCD contains data from many different years, changes in the underlying standards themselves and the industry and regulatory environment itself can introduce differences. Thus, data users should always perform their own consistency checks on variables of interest to ensure that they are properly accounting for any inter-payer or across time differences.
Specific Column Notes
The “Enhanced Description” column has been added to provide an assortment of additional details or variations on wording to clarify the meaning or use of variables. In some cases this will include a reference to the claims forms that might be the source of the values in these fields (CMS 1500, UB-04, 837, 271/270, etc.). These are provided for your convenience, but in all cases MHDO’s Chapter 243 should be your primary guide for form and standards relationships.
The “Derivation Description” column provides a general idea of how derived fields are produced such as age calculation and encrypted identifier replacements. In most cases this will only exist for fields in the 900 range and will not be filled in for fields such as identifiers and timestamps.
In the classification tabs’ “External Resource” column we have made an effort to provide URLs to the most appropriate page or similar reference information to: get more information, purchase (if a licensed source), or, in a few cases, the direct lists for the code sets. While we will make an effort to provide as direct and up-to-date a link as possible, users of the data dictionary are encouraged to do their own research to ensure they are using the appropriate lists for the data.
Questions and Comments
Please contact MHDO if you have questions.
· By phone: (207) 287-6722
· By email: Webcontact.MHDO@maine.gov

Page | 4		

image1.png
i Ith
M H D O II\)’I:tI:eO'l—"ge:ntization

Information | Insight | Improvement





image10.png
i Ith
M H D O II\)’I:tI:eO'l—"ge:ntization

Information | Insight | Improvement





