Response to Proposed MHDO Chapter 120 Rule Changes:

Areas that May Impact DHHS/SAMHS Work

MHDO data is currently included in the following reports: 
1) Annual state substance abuse and mental health epidemiological report; 
2) Public health district epidemiological profiles; and 
3) The Cost of Substance Abuse report (done every five years).  
These reports in turn are used by schools, community health agencies and organizations, and State offices to plan best use of resources, apply for grants, answer legislative and media questions around substance use and mental illness.  

In Sections 3.1 G and H (page 10) it states that Psychiatric and Substance Abuse Treatment data - “Level III data shall not be released…”.  As stated, it appears this will limit our ability to produce as full a profile on substance abuse and mental health’s impact on healthcare.  Do these statements mean that even de-identified substance abuse and psychiatric treatment data will no longer be available?  Or does it mean that only identifiable patient level data won’t be released?  Aggregated substance abuse and psychiatric treatment data is important to the work that States, Communities and schools do.  Is it possible to add language to allow for the continued provision of de-identified and or aggregated substance abuse and psychiatric treatment data to Maine DHHS offices?

In Section 4.2.B (page 14) says “the Data Recipient will not release, furnish, disclose, … to any person unless approved in advance by the MHDO”.  The Maine CDC has been the agent for DHHS to receive MHDO data and work with it and allowed to share aggregated data with DHHS offices, including SAMHS.  This has been the method for obtaining the aggregated data the reports mentioned above (excluding the cost report, the data came directly from MHDO).  Will the MOU between MHDO and MeCDC/DHHS need to include language in it to continue to allow MeCDC be the agent for DHHS and allow provision of the aggregate data to DHHS offices for purposes of Epi/Evaluation annual reports?  This is of course contingent as well on whether substance abuse and psychiatric treatment data is allowed.

In Section 4.2.J (page 14) states all reports need to be provided to MHDO 20 days prior to publication.  If we are continued to be allowed to receive MHDO data from Me CDC, will we need to get the information to Me CDC to send to MHDO or send directly to MHDO?  Does this include regular annual reports where the information is just updated with the new year of data?
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