MINUTES 
MAINE HEALTH DATA ORGANIZATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
151 CAPITOL STREET, AUGUSTA, MAINE

THURSDAY, MARCH 24, 2005

The meeting of the Maine Health Data Organization (MHDO) Board of Directors began at 9:00 a.m. with the following Board members present:  Dana Kempton, Chair, Lynn Davey, Vice-Chair, Terri Bellmore, Richard Bruns, David Johnson, Maureen Kenney, Doug Libby, Catherine McGuire, Katherine Pelletreau, John Portela, Vicki Purgavie, Sydney Sewall, 
Lisa Tuttle, and Dave Winslow.  The absent members were Joe Ditré and Cathy Gavin.
Maureen Kenney was introduced as the new Employer member and welcomed to the 
Board.
The February 24, 2005 MHDO Board minutes were approved as written.
Executive Director Report

Financial Report:  There were no questions or comments regarding the MHDO monthly financial statement.

Compliance Issues:  Debbie Dodge reported that assessments have been paid for all organizations except one, Vision Care of Maine, which has cash flow issues due to MaineCare reimbursement problems.  They have paid $1,500 and will make a final 
payment of $398 by April 30th. 
Chapter 270 Provisional Adoption:  Paul Gauvreau discussed the legislative aspects of the MHDO obligations/responsibilities associated with Chapter 270 rules.  MHDO is statutorily required to promulgate rules to collect quality data sets for quality measures as adopted by the Maine Quality Forum (MQF).
Adding metrics that were not recommended/adopted by MQF or deleting metrics that were recommended by MQF would be a major and substantive change requiring another public hearing.  Thus, adding to or subtracting from the measures as written would prevent the rules from being reviewed by the Health and Human Services Committee this legislative session.
Susan Schow then reviewed the changes, none of which were major.  These included 
adding a CMS definition of vest and limb restraint, adding additional 15 days to time frame 
for submittal, revised nomenclature of metrics to conform to CMS nomenclature, adding allowance for facilities to submit annual notification that they have no patient populations 
and thus no relevant data, and adding a requirement that MHDO notify facilities of any unsatisfactory data set submittals within 90 days of original data submission date.
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A motion was made and seconded to approve Chapter 270 with the staff recommended changes and modifying “MRSA” to “M.R.S.A.” to avoid confusion with a type of bacterial infection. All voted to approve and the motion carried.
Modification to Assessment Forms - Removal of “Dental Only” Exclusion:  MHDO staff member Philippe Bonneau presented the elimination of the “Dental Only” exclusion from assessments for carriers.  This will result in a redistribution of assessment fees, with no additional fees collected, and will be implemented for next fiscal year.  A motion was made and seconded to eliminate the “Dental Only” exclusion.  All voted to approve and the motion carried.
Medicare Status:  MHDO received a bill of $80,000 from CMS for patient level Medicare data (2003 - 2007).  Although there is an issue associated with Social Security Numbers and their encryption, the process is moving forward.  It is expected that the data will be added to the claims database sometime within the next six months.
MaineCare Status:  Al Prysunka attended a meeting last week with the Deputy Commissioner of DHS, the Acting Director and Deputy Director of the Bureau of Medical Services, Region I CMS staff, Baltimore CMS staff (by phone), and Ellen Schneiter from the Governor’s Office.  As a result, Mr. Prysunka is redrafting the MOA in consultation with Region I CMS, who made it clear that they would do everything in their power to allow the data exchange to occur.
Replacement of MHDO Board Member on MHDPC Board:  With Vaikko Allen’s resignation from the MHDO Board, it was necessary to fill the MHDO seat on the MHDPC Board.  A motion was made and seconded to nominate Catherine McGuire.  All voted to approve and the motion carried.
Hospital Commission Report:  Mr. Prysunka explained that the recently released Hospital Commission Report contained recommendations for the MHDO to collect standardized hospital financial data and CEO compensation information.  Paul Gauvreau was asked 
if the MHDO statutes are broad enough to allow for CEO compensation reporting.  He responded that they are and it was agreed that the MHDO would wait for the Legislature 
to act on this before starting any revisions to its financial rules. 
LD’s of Interest:  LD 1359:  An Act to Amend the Maine Health Data Organization Statutes and To Extend the Operation of the Maine Health Data Processing Center was provided 
to members.  It is unlikely that the Legislature will concur with the proposed change for 
the compliance and quality rules designation of major substantive to routine technical.
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Two resolves related to MHDO’s major substantive rules have been printed: LD 1389 

(Ch. 100 Compliance) and LD 1390 (Ch. 120 Release).  Other LD’s of interest include 

LD 1242, LD 211, and LD 1411. 
Legislative Hearings have not yet been scheduled, but will be in the next two to three weeks.  Mr. Prysunka will notify Board members once they have been scheduled in case they would like to attend. 
MQF Statute Change Recommendation:  In lieu of modifying 22 M.R.S.A. Chapter 1683, at 

a previous meeting the MHDO Board and Dr. Shubert agreed to modify Chapter 120 this session.  Al Prysunka distributed new language in Chapter 120 to allow release of individual practitioner identifiable data to MQF by granting an exception.  In order for this to work, 
all interested parties must agree before it is proposed to the Health and Human Services Committee.  Al Prysunka will speak to representatives of all potentially affected groups (practitioners).  

The intent is to allow the MQF access to MHDO data while restricting any re-release of the data.  The MQF Advisory Council will retain the responsibility for overseeing the release of the MQF’s analysis of the data.  Motion made and seconded to move forward.  Eleven voted to approve, two voted to abstain, and the motion carried.
MQF Advisory Council Meeting Update

An update was presented by Dennis Shubert who stated that the MQF is in the midst of recognizing efforts of providers who are adhering to quality standards.  
Data Processing Center Report

Suanne Singer stated that 4,000 records by one large submitter are missing.  A workshop is scheduled to be held March 29 on the claims database at the Maine Hospital Association.
Public Comment

None provided.

The meeting adjourned at 11:15 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Susan Schow

