MINUTES 
MAINE HEALTH DATA ORGANIZATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
151 CAPITOL STREET, AUGUSTA, MAINE

THURSDAY, MAY 12, 2005

The meeting of the Maine Health Data Organization (MHDO) Board of Directors began at 

9:05 a.m. with the following Board members present:  Dana Kempton, Chair, Lynn Davey, 

Vice-Chair, Richard Bruns, Cathy Gavin, Katherine Pelletreau, John Portela, Sydney Sewall, 

and Dave Winslow.  Absent members were Terri Bellmore, Joe Ditré, Maureen Kenney, 

Doug Libby, Catherine McGuire, Vicki Purgavie, and Lisa Tuttle.

Upon establishing a quorum a motion was made and seconded to approve the March 24, 2005, MHDO Board minutes as written.  Motion carried.

Executive Director Report

Financial Report:  Chairman Kempton noted that more money has been collected for the sale of data than anticipated.  Executive Director Alan Prysunka stated that the dollar amount budgeted had been increased based on prior year figures and will be adjusted accordingly in future fiscal years.  

Compliance Issues: There were no compliance issues in need of the Board’s attention.  However, Mr. Prysunka explained that staff are reviewing an issue relating to medical savings accounts and whether or not to include them in the claims database.  

Mr. Prysunka has provided the Governor’s Office with a list for the Bureau of Insurance, of carriers not licensed who are doing business in Maine.

Legislative Update:    The Health and Human Services Committee approved the extension of the Maine Health Data Processing Center sunset provision until September 1, 2009, and emergency language has been added to L. D.1359:  An Act To Amend the Maine Health Data Organization Statutes and To Extend the Operation of the Maine Health Data Processing Center.  However, the Committee did not approve the recommendation to modify Chapters 100 and 270 from being major substantive to routine technical.   
Both L. D. 1389:  Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 100: Enforcement Procedures, a Major Substantive Rule of the Maine Health Data Organization and L. D. 1390:  Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 120:  Release of Data to the Public, a Major Substantive Rule of the Maine Health Data Organization received favorable votes by the Health and Human Services Committee.  It was noted that the additional language regarding the Maine Quality Forum exception was adopted.  

MHDO Board Minutes
May 12, 2005
Page 2
Mr. Prysunka informed the Board of L. D. 1411:  An Act to Require Standardized Reporting of the Prices for Certain Health Care Services and To Repeal the Confidentiality of Sentinel Events, which he has been asked to provide language to bring uniformity for charges at hospitals and 

ambulatory surgery centers for inpatient and outpatient procedures.  Mr. Prysunka explained the changes he made and what the MHDO would be responsible for posting on the Internet.  He was also asked to provide a report to the Governor on average charges, average payments and the ratio between payers.  If enacted as proposed, in August of each year the MHDO would provide hospitals and surgery centers with a list of 25 top diagnoses and procedures.  

The hearing on L. D. 1621:  Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Chapter 270: Uniform Reporting System for Quality Data Sets, a Major Substantive Rule of the Maine Health Data Organization was held on May 11th, in which Mr. Prysunka provided testimony in support of 

the legislation.  The L. D. will be discussed further at a Work Session on Friday, May 13th. 

MaineCare Update:   Mr. Prysunka stated that he has not yet received claims data from CMS Region 1.  The Governor’s Office continues further contact with DHHS regarding this issue.  
Medicare Update:  Mr. Prysunka also stated that he is waiting to hear from CMS regarding 
their position in providing the actual Social Security Numbers in lieu of the encrypted SSN’s.

Board Member Vacancies:  Linda Adams stated that the Governor’s Office staff are currently working on Boards that require legislative approval, not on MHDO’s appointments and reappointments.   
David Johnson, D. O. has resigned from the MHDO Board and a letter of appreciation will 

be sent to him for his service to the Board.  Kelly Miller, Executive Director of the Maine Osteopathic Association plans to notify the Governor’s Office of a recommendation to fill 

the vacant position.  

Lynn Davey, Vice-Chair stated that she has resigned her position at the Maine Children’s Alliance to work for a company based in Washington, D. C.  However, she will continue to 

work and reside in Maine; and therefore, the Board agreed that she would remain qualified 

to serve as an MHDO Consumer member.

Wisconsin Claims Database Inquiry:   The Wisconsin Collaborative for Healthcare Quality sponsored a trip for Mr. Prysunka to visit them to discuss Maine’s claims databank and the 
how the MHDO is set up.  They also inquired about the MHDPC providing them with the 

claims database software.  There was some discussion of having an annual licensing fee and 

of providing support.  Mr. Prysunka stated that the specific details need to be discussed at the next MHDPC Board meeting.  
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MQF Advisory Council Meeting Update  

Chris McCarthy informed the Board that the Maine Quality Forum has released a Request for Proposal (RFP) for the initial analysis of the claims database.  Also released was a Request for Information seeking organizations to possibly administer a web-based survey in the delivery 

of the AHRQ patient safety culture, as part of the Safety Star Program.  Another aspect of the Safety Star Program being worked on is one in which hospitals would ask to be recognized by the Maine Quality Forum for fulfilling the 30 MQF safety standards.  

They are working with stakeholders on a provider database model, researching what databases/fields already exist in the state, and trying not to duplicate existing reporting.   And they are revisiting the idea of adopting electronic health records around the state and trying to find ways to generate financial incentive.  Funds have been received for Phase II of the Maine Health Information Network Technology and the ultimate goal is to establish a non-profit organization as a central hub for electronic health information sharing across the state.

The MQF Provider Group will meet May 25th to explore the concept of activated patient interaction and will put together a curricular which will eventually become an RFP. Providers, not currently part of the Provider Group, interested in contributing their input were urged to contact Mr. McCarthy  

Data Processing Center Report
Mr. Prysunka stated that the MHIC Board approved Cathy McGuire to serve on the MHDPC Board, and that the service agreement needs to be renewed by June.  
MHDO and MHDPC staff have begun looking at 18 months of claims data submissions and have compared newborn and mammography claims data to hospital data.  Siting a graph they had prepared, Mr. Prysunka noted several discrepancies which are being reviewed.  Dana Kempton offered to review Redington-Fairview’s data to assist in clarifying the discrepancies.
Public Comment
Chris McCarthy suggested choosing a procedure code likely to be performed only when the patient is covered by insurance to possibly eliminate part of the self-pay issue. It was stated 
that mammography data had been selected for that reason.  
The meeting adjourned at  10:35 a.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Linda Adams, Administrative Assistant
