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MINUTES 
MAINE HEALTH DATA ORGANIZATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
151 CAPITOL STREET, AUGUSTA, MAINE

THURSDAY, May 11, 2006
The meeting of the Maine Health Data Organization (MHDO) Board of Directors began at 9:10 a. m., upon establishing a quorum.  The following Board members were present:  

Dana Kempton (Chair), Terri Bellmore, Richard Bruns, Brent Churchill, Laurie Kane, Katherine Pelletreau, John Portela, Sydney Sewall, Lisa Tuttle and Dave Winslow.  Absent members were Lynn Davey (Vice-Chair), Joe Ditré, Donald Hankinson, Maureen Kenney, Julie L’Heureux,  Doug Libby, and Cathy McGuire. 

A motion was made and seconded to approve the February 9, 2006, MHDO Board minutes as written.  Motion carried.

Executive Director Report

Financial Report:   Alan Prysunka reported no issues with revenue or expenditures, but noted that administrative changes are being made within the Maine Office of Information Services (OIS).  As a result, Paul Sawyer of the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation is now the MHDO’s Agency Information Technology Director, for which the MHDO is charged a nominal monthly fee.  Also, administration of the two MHDO Information Technology positions will be transferred to OIS; however, the two staff members will continue with their current functions at the MHDO office.  

Compliance Issues:   Staff member Philippe Bonneau disseminated a Compliance 

Report listing payors delinquent in their submissions of claims data, with corresponding recommendations of fines or referral to the Office of the Attorney General.  There was some discussion regarding Anthem Health Plans of Maine’s inability to obtain data from NASCO, and which entity would legally be responsible for any fines invoked by the Board. After further discussion, a motion was made to assess Anthem Health Plans of Maine, Group & Pension Administrators, and Health Plan Services $5,000 for each incidence of noncompliance.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.  The motion was then amended to state that correspondence will be sent to the delinquent companies apprising them they have 30 days to respond and 90 days to comply, at which time the fees can be revoked.  The amendment was seconded and passed unanimously.  In regard to Anthem, it was agreed that the entity licensed in Maine will be sent the notice, with copies sent to Sharon Roberts and Mike Brannigan, both from Anthem Health Plans of Maine.

After determining that the MHDO Compliance Policy has been followed, a motion was 

made and seconded to refer Harrington Benefit Services, Kanawha Health Care Solutions, and Worldwide Insurance Services to the Office of Attorney General.  Motion carried.

Legislative Update:  L. D.  1760:  An Act to Amend the Maine Health Data Organization and Maine Health Data Processing Center Laws was approved by the Health and Human Services Committee as submitted, and with an increase of fines from $250,000 to $500,000 for the misuse of MHDO data.
L. D. 1976:  Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 120 was approved by the Health and Human Services Committee as presented. 

L. D. 1982:  Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 270 was 

also approved with the removal of two quality measures as recommended by the MQF.

Mr. Prysunka met with the Bureau of Insurance regarding unlicensed payers, and will 

draft statutory language to include additional categories of payers not covered in Maine statutes; as well as other payers not impacted by the federal law (ERISA).

Rule Changes:  Chapter 50:  Prices for Data Sets, Fees for Programming & Report Generation, Duplication Rates - A proposed change would add a surcharge to the price 
of data purchased by Federal agencies in an effort to balance data acquisition payments.

Chapter 100:  Enforcement Procedures - As a result of the statute change increasing the fine for misusing MHDO data, Chapter 100 (a major substantive rule) will need to be modified.

Chapter 120:  Release of Data to the Public & Chapter 270:  Uniform Reporting System 
for Health Care Quality Data Sets - There were no additional changes proposed to Chapter 120.  However, the Maine Quality Forum proposed removing two quality measures and delaying the effective date of Section 3 until January 2007.  There was a motion and a second to accept the final adoption of Chapters 120 and 270 as discussed.  Motion carried.
Chapter 630:  Uniform System for Reporting Baseline Information and  Restructuring Occurrences Relevant to the Delivery and Financing of Health Care in Maine - 
Mr. Prysunka reviewed the recommended changes and the Board agreed upon additional revisions:  information must be filed with the MHDO each year by January 1 and July 1, and the date for filing baseline information will be 90 days after the rule becomes effective.  A motion was made and seconded to begin the rulemaking process for Chapters 50, 100 & 630 as discussed.  Motion carried.

CODES Proposal:  The Board received information on the National CODES project as well as a proposal listing three solutions to allow the Maine Health Information Center (MHIC) to access hospital charge data that are linked by the Maine CODES project.  Karl Fineson and Suanne Singer of the MHIC were present to answer questions from the Board.  After some discussion, a motion was made and seconded to use Solution C, which would provide the higher level of protection that charges and paid amounts would not be combined in the 
data used in the CODES project.  The motion passed unanimously.

MaineCare/Medicare Update:  Due to staff changes at Muskie, the anticipated receipt of MaineCare data has been temporarily delayed.  Medicare data has been purchased, and after Mr. Prysunka contacted the Senatorial staff to assist in resolving numerous issues 
with regard to payment of the data, the MHDO expects to receive Medicare data shortly.  

Plan vs. Member Payments:  Staff continues to work on the report of hospital procedures with the highest individual payment percentages and will be disseminated to the Board as 
soon as it has been completed.

Board Meeting Schedule:  It was decided that the next Board meeting will be held on 
July 13, 2006 and will continue to be held every other month.

Board Appointments:  The Maine Association of Mental Health Services is required to submit nominees to fill vacant mental health positions on the Board, which they have not done.  The statute will be revised to remove the Association of Mental Health Services 
from that requirement.

Mr. Prysunka will contact the Maine Pharmacy Association again regarding a representative to the Board, and he will notify the new Commissioner of DHHS regarding their vacant position.  As a member of the Maine Health Management Coalition, Maureen Kenney will be nominated to replace Doug Libby on the Board.

Dr. Bruns informed the Board that a replacement has found to serve in his position.  

MQF Advisory Council Meeting Update

Carrie Hanlon, Research Assistant at the Maine Quality Forum reported on the progress of the Primary Care Practice Assessment Project; the contract with Health Dialog to evaluate the paid claims database; an agreement with 3M to use their grouper software for the discharge data; L. D. 2097 signed by the Governor and enacted as Chapter 615, which protects provider specific information from Freedom of Information requests until verified to be accurate by the MQF; work with Susan Schow on publicly reporting AHRQ and CMS metrics; and also that they hope to produce the final version of the Nursing Sensitive Indicators’ micro-specifications on May 30.

Data Processing Center Report

Suanne Singer introduced Adam Thebeau, newly appointed Manager of Maine Health 

Data Processing Center.  Mr. Thebeau disseminated and discussed graphs showing the status of claims data submissions.  It was noted that Anthem Health Plans of Maine has submitted pharmacy data which has been accepted.  Mr. Thebeau reported on progress being made in regard to the rule change and the new system which becomes effective on July 1.  During the testing phase the new system will run concurrently with the old system.

Public Comment

None provided.

The meeting adjourned at 11:20 a.m.
