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MINUTES 
MAINE HEALTH DATA ORGANIZATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
151 CAPITOL STREET, AUGUSTA, MAINE

THURSDAY, January 3, 2008
The meeting of the Maine Health Data Organization (MHDO) Board of Directors 

began at 9:10 a.m. with the following Board members present:  Dana Kempton (Chair), Robert Anderson, Brent Churchill, Joe Ditré, Laurie Kane-Lewis, Anita Knopp, 

Cathy McGuire, Kristine Ossenfort, Katherine Pelletreau, John Portela, Lisa Tuttle, 

and Dave Winslow.  Absent members were Lynn Davey (Vice-Chair), Terri Bellmore, Jennifer Carroll, Maureen Kenney, Julie L’Heureux, and Sydney Sewall.

Introductions were made in recognition of two new Board members:  Employee representative Kristine Ossenfort and Robert Anderson, M. D., representing Mental Health Providers.  

There was a motion and a second to approve the November 1, 2007, MHDO Board minutes as written.  Motion carried with one abstention.

Executive Director Report

Financial Summary:  Alan Prysunka informed the Board that the majority of assessments have been received.  There has been no further notification from 

the Bureau of the Budget of the possible 7% reduction to help balance the General Fund.  The Budget Office has been informed that the $125,000 fine from CIGNA 

for non-submission of data has been transferred to the General Fund.  

Compliance Issues:  Philippe Bonneau informed the Board of a coding issue Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare is experiencing, resulting in their non-submission of claims data.  Harvard Pilgrim anticipates having the coding issue resolved before the next Board meeting.  However, in accordance with the MHDO Compliance Policy, Mr. Bonneau recommended that Harvard Pilgrim and two other delinquent companies listed on the Compliance Report he disseminated, be referred to the Attorney General’s Office.  There was a motion and a second to make the routine referral to the Attorney General's Office and to review the status of the three companies’ data submissions at the next Board meeting.  The motion unanimously passed.

Mr. Bonneau stated that he has been working with Definity Health Corp. (a monthly data submitter) and United Medical Resources (an annual data submitter), both of whom are delinquent in submitting their claims data.  He recommended that the Board impose the minimum fine for both companies.  After discussing the appropriate amount of fines to impose relative to the amount of missing data, and to be consistent with prior Board action, a motion was made to fine Definity Health Corp. $20,000 and United Medical Resources $5,000.  The motion was then amended to state that the fine for  United Medical Resources should be increased slightly due to the fact that they are delinquent in submitting 13 months of data, as opposed to 12 months.  The first motion was withdrawn and the amended motion was seconded and passed unanimously.  It was stated that if the data is received, then the fines will be rescinded, as is consistent with MHDO procedure.

Mr. Bonneau also stated that CIGNA has paid their $125,000 fine, and he informed 

the Board that they may be asked to impose an additional fine of $100,000 for non-

submission of August through November 2007 data.  A discussion ensued regarding the amount of data not being collected and how it effects the integrity of the data set.  Staff was asked to report to the Board the percentage of missing data, which data fields are missing, and what types of uses would be eliminated due to the unavailable data.

Mr. Bonneau then reviewed with the Board the remaining issues listed on the Compliance Report.  

The Board approved taking some of the following agenda items out of order to facilitate the rule adoption discussions.

Final and Provisional Adoption of Rules:  

Chapter 10:  Determination of Assessments - Mr. Prysunka stated that no comments were received on Chapter 10 and he briefly explained the recommended changes.  A motion was made and seconded to adopt the rule as proposed.  The motion passed unanimously.

Chapter 50:  Prices for Data Sets, Fees for Programming and Report Generation, Duplication Rates / Review of Surcharge Imposed Upon Agency for Health Research and Quality (AHRQ) for Hospital Data - Mr. Prysunka spoke with the manager at 

AHRQ and they want the MHDO to rejoin their Healthcare Cost Utilization Project (HCUP).  Mr. Prysunka proposed drafting language to charge HCUP $5,000 for Inpatient and Emergency Department data and $8,000 for Outpatient data.  He also recommended postponing the adoption of Chapter 50.   There was a motion and a second to table the issue.  The motion passed unanimously.  

LD 4:  An Act to Amend the Prescription Privacy Law / Chapter 280:   Filing Requirements for Prescribers Seeking Confidentiality -  Mr. Prysunka reviewed LD 4 and the pending lawsuit with the Board.  Mr. Gauvreau explained the recent ruling 

given by Judge Woodcock in which he found that LD 4 violated the first amendment.  There was a technical error made and a motion has been filed that the court clarify the technical issue.  Staff at the Attorney General’s Office have met and recommended the MHDO not adopt any rule relating to the injunction.  A motion was made and seconded to table Chapter 280 pending the final outcome of the injunction.  The motion passed unanimously.  Mr. Gauvreau also recommended purging any language from Chapter 120 that relates to the ruling.  

Chapter 120:  Release of Data to the Public - Mr. Prysunka explained the modifications to Chapter 120 as a result of public comments received.  He also stated that the MHDO has received requests from entities attempting to obtain a Robert Wood Johnson grant who would require the claims data to include group numbers.  Mr. Prysunka proposed drafting language to add encrypted group numbers in such a way that would prohibit the indirect identification of individuals.  A motion was made to purge all language relating to Chapter 280, to provisionally adopt Chapter 120, and to charge Mr. Prysunka with drafting language to release group numbers as discussed.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 

Chapter 270:  Uniform Reporting System for Health Care Quality Data Sets - 

Mr. Prysunka explained the modifications made to Chapter 270 as a result of the comments received.  A discussion ensued regarding the survey variation not being consistent with the resolve.  Mr. Gauvreau stated that the change will be reviewed 

by the Attorney General's Office to determine whether or not it violates the Maine Administrative Procedures Act.  There was a motion and a second to provisionally 

adopt the rule as amended.  The motion passed with one abstention.

Data Request Fee Waiver:  The Board received a copy of a written request from 
the Maine Office of Substance Abuse (OSA) requesting the MHDO waive the costs associated with their data request.  There was a discussion on the handling of past 

data requests from State agencies and it was stated that if the agency had grant money available then they purchased the data.  Mr. Prysunka was asked to research if OSA has grant money available to fund the project.  There was a motion to waive the fee contingent upon Mr. Prysunka determining whether or not the organization has grant money available. The motion was seconded and passed with six in favor and four opposed. 

Legislative Update:  LD 1843:  An Act to Improve the Quality of Health Care in Maine - This LD was held over and a work session is scheduled for January 9,  2008.  The National Uniform Billing Committee has proposed that Maine participate in a one year pilot project where hospitals can produce modified global claims as requested.  A discussion ensued regarding the burden this would create for hospitals and the associated costs to payers choosing to participate in the pilot project. 
New Hampshire Web Site Update:  Mr. Prysunka stated that he has received the methodology to duplicate New Hampshire's triple-sort web site and Chad Jolin, MHDO Programmer is translating this to SQL.  This should be available in March but will not be used until Chapter 120 is in effect, and not before the Board receives a detailed demonstration on how the information will be arrayed.
Ratification of Michael Brannigan to the MHDPC Board:  After reviewing 
Michael Brannigan’s resume, a motion was made to accept his nomination to 

the Maine Health Data Processing Center Board of Directors.  The motion was seconded and unanimously passed.

Data Processing Center Report  
Adam Thebeau, Manager of the Maine Health Data Processing Center was not present to give the Data Processing Center report.  Mr. Prysunka updated the Board on activity of other states that Maine is working with, or that are interested in establishing their own claims database.  He stated that progress is being made with the Massachusetts contract; Vermont is finalizing their rules, and Utah is also making progress in establishing their claims database.  Other states that have expressed an interest in creating their own claims databases are:  Oregon, California, Hawaii and possibly Mississippi.  Mr. Prysunka stated that if additional states continue to show an interest in creating their own claims databases, the Board will need revisit the role of the MHDPC.  

MQF Advisory Council Meeting Update

Jim Leonard, Program Coordinator who replaced Chris McCarthy at the Maine 

Quality Forum was introduced to the Board.  Mr. Leonard stated that there was no report available at this time for the Maine Quality Forum Advisory Council.

Public Comment

None provided.

The meeting adjourned at  11:05 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Adams

Administrative Assistant
