MINUTES

MAINE HEALTH DATA ORGANIZATION

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

151 CAPITOL STREET, AUGUSTA, MAINE

THURSDAY, March 12, 2009

The meeting of the Maine Health Data Organization (MHDO) Board of Directors began 

at 9:05 a.m. with the following Board members present:  Lynn Davey (Chair), Maureen Kenney (Vice-Chair), Robert Anderson, Jennifer Carroll, Paul Casey, Joe Ditré, Maryagnes Gillman, Lisa Harvey-McPherson, Anita Knopp, Eric Martinsen, Cathy McGuire, Katherine Pelletreau, Sydney Sewall, and Lisa Tuttle.  Absent members were  Kristine Ossenfort, John Portela, and Dave Winslow.

Introduction of New Board Members

Introductions were made and new Board members Paul Casey, Maryagnes Gillman, and Eric Martinsen were welcomed.

Approval of Minutes

A motion was made and seconded to accept the January 8, 2009, MHDO Board minutes as written.  Motion carried.

Executive Director Report

Financial Summary:  Alan Prysunka stated that the funds that were transferred from the Maine Department of Health and Human Services are included in the revenue but cannot be spent until the Prescriber Opt Out Legislation has been settled in court.  He also stated that the Technology line under the “All Other Expenses” category is higher than in the past, due to the fact that the three employees working at the MHDO who now fall under the Office of Information Technology are being paid through this line.  Also, there has been 

no indication that MHDO money will be transferred to the General Fund.

Compliance Issues:  Phil Bonneau updated the Board on the status of ongoing and 

closed issues listed on the Compliance Report that he disseminated.  He then informed 

the Board that Walgreens has not paid their assessment for their four Maine stores.  

After confirming that the MHDO Compliance Policy has been followed Mr. Bonneau recommended assessing fines but to cap and reduce the percentage of the fine.  The Board asked Mr. Bonneau to reconvene the Subcommittee that was previously charged with recommending guidelines for the consideration of fines.  It was stated that when determining future fines it would be beneficial to have a list of prior Board actions in regard to fines imposed.  After further discussion, a motion was made that Mr. Bonneau would attempt to make verbal contact with Walgreens and if, by the end of the month there is no resolution, he proceed to refer Walgreens to the Attorney General’s Office to assess the fine as indicated in Chapter 100 of the MHDO’s rules.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Medical Claims Service, Inc. has not submitted compliant claims data and has been uncommunicative.  After some discussion about possibly imposing a smaller fine, 

there was a motion and a second to refer Medical Claims Service to the Attorney General’s Office for enforcement of the fine in accordance with Chapter 100.  The Board requested that when they are asked to consider fines they have the opportunity to view any written correspondence pertaining to the issue.  The motion passed unanimously.  

Parkview Medical Center Revision Waiver Request:  Susan Schow provided the Board 

with background information on Parkview’s inaccurate infection data submissions for first and second quarter 2007.  She also provided the Board with copies of the Maine Quality Forum’s Annual Report to the Health and Human Services Committee, which reflected Parkview’s incorrect data submissions.  Parkview’s Director of Quality Management, Elizabeth Church, and Infection Preventionist, Marissa Carmolli, were present to explain the basis for requesting a waiver allowing them to resubmit correct data, and explained the new electronic reports they have put in place to accurately measure data going forward.  The Board discussed granting an exception to MHDO policy based on the importance of having the baseline data in question reported correctly.  After much discussion, a vote 

was called.  There was a motion and a second to grant the exception to Parkview Medical Center’s request.  The motion passed with nine in favor and five abstentions.  There was 

a suggestion that any future data submitters requesting changes in their submissions provide an independent certification, at their expense, to assist the Board in making their decision.  This issue will be discussed again at a future Board meeting.

Provisional Adoption of Chapter 120:  Release of Data to the Public:  Mr. Prysunka explained the changes to Chapter 120 and stated that no comments were received during the extended comment period.  A motion was made and seconded to provisionally adopt Chapter 120 as proposed.  Motion passed unanimously.

Adoption of Chapter 241:  Uniform Reporting System for Hospital Inpatient and Hospital Outpatient Data Sets:  No comments were received on Chapter 241 and a motion was made and seconded to adopt the rule as proposed.  Motion passed unanimously.

Adoption of Chapter 243:  Uniform Reporting System for Health Care Claims Data Sets: The Board received the comments and responses to Chapter 243; a summary of the public comments, which Mr. Prysunka reviewed with the Board; and proposed modifications to Chapter 243 resulting from those comments.  Katherine Pelletreau disseminated a letter from the Maine Association of Health Plans outlining issues that they believe were not adequately addressed in the responses to their comments.  After discussing these issues, there was a motion and a second to adopt Chapter 243, as modified based on comments received.  In addition, after further discussion, the Board proposed to change the data element requirement date to December 31, 2009.  The motion passed with one abstention and two Board members in opposition.

Legislative Status Report:  LD 101:  An Act to Extend the Operation of the MHDPC and 

to Amend the MHDO Statutes:   Mr. Prysunka updated the Board on two changes to the proposed statute:  one being that “average” charge be added under §1718 Consumer Information, as requested by the Maine Hospital Association; and two, the Commissioner of the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation will appoint one Board member from within that department, not specifically from the Bureau of Insurance as originally proposed.  The Health and Human Services Committee voted that the proposed statute “Ought To Pass”.

LD 353:  An Act Making Appropriations and Allocations for the Expenditures of State Government for Fiscal Years 2010 and 2011:  Mr. Prysunka informed the Board the Appropriations Committee had just one question for the MHDO regarding payments 

from Personal Services to the Technology line in the All Other category.  Mr. Prysunka informed the Board of two LD’s he is tracking:  LD 546:  An Act to Ensure Access to Public Information Which Governs the Office of Information Technology to open up all records to any agency to which they provide service; and LD 724:  An Act to Provide Transparency Concerning Operating Expenses for Hospitals.  This will not be part of the MHDO’s statute, but Mr. Prysunka will monitor and report more information as it becomes available.  He also stated that some of the data requested in LD 724 is already being collected by the MHDO.

Data Processing Center Report

Summary of Meeting to Discuss Roles & Responsibilities of the Data Processing Center Board and Future Contracts with other states:  Mr. Prysunka summarized the outcome 

of the joint meeting of the MHDPC/MHIC/MHDO Board representatives, as outlined in the minutes the Board received from that meeting.  There was some discussion on whether 

it would be appropriate to have members on the MHDPC Board outside of the MHIC and the MHDO Boards.

Resumes were disseminated for Christine Torraca and David Harris, nominees to the Maine Health Data Processing Board.  After reviewing the resumes, there was a motion 

to accept the two nominations.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.

The Board received an analysis of the MHDO claims data prepared for the Maine 

Quality Forum by Health Dialog.  The Board agreed that the report was very positive 

and impressive; however, it neglected to credit the MHDO for being the source of the claims data.  Mr. Prysunka will bring this up at the next Maine Quality Forum meeting. 

Maine Quality Forum Report

No one was present to give the Maine Quality Forum report. 

Public Comment

None provided.

The meeting adjourned at  12:20 p.m.
