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MINUTES 
MAINE HEALTH DATA ORGANIZATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
151 CAPITOL STREET, AUGUSTA, MAINE

THURSDAY, September 2, 2010
The meeting of the Maine Health Data Organization (MHDO) Board of Directors began at 

9:05 a.m. with introductions of the Board members present:  Cathy McGuire, (Chair), 

Katherine Pelletreau, (Vice-Chair), Poppy Arford, Joe Ditré, Peter Gore, Karynlee Harrington, 

Anne Head, Douglas Jorgensen, Anita Knopp, Garrett Martin, Eric Martinsen, and Chris McCarthy.  Absent members were Jennifer Carroll, Maryagnes Gillman, Lisa Harvey-McPherson, Neil Korsen, Ted Rooney, Lisa Tuttle and Dave Winslow.

Executive Director Report

MHDO Work Process Discussion (Deloitte Proposal):  Trish Riley, Executive Director of the Governor’s Office of Policy and Health Finance was present to speak to the Board about the administration’s concerns about timeliness of data release and to recommend that the Board 
hire Deloitte Consulting to undertake a work process audit. Brian Erdahl of Deloitte Consulting disseminated a handout outlining the implementation plan of their assessment of the processing 

of data at the MHDO.  The sole source contract in the amount of $78,000 is contingent upon approval from the Division of Purchases and the Board.  Deloitte will meet with MHDO and 

Onpoint staff and begin their work once the contract is approved. A draft report will be available 
to the Board in October and Mr. Erdahl will attend the November 4th meeting to review the report with the Board.

It was stated that the Health Data Work Group (authorized by the State Health Plan) will be looking at all state organizations to determine what is being done in relation to health data across the state.  The Board asked that updates from the group working on the State Health Plan be put on future agendas. 

Ted Rooney could not be present but he requested to vote by proxy and a motion was made 

and seconded to authorize Chris McCarthy to cast a vote for Ted Rooney accepting the Deloitte proposal.  After much deliberation the question was called.  With three votes in favor, seven opposed, and one abstention, the motion failed.  

There was a motion to enter into the contract pending approval from the Division of Purchases. The motion was seconded and by a vote of nine in favor, one opposed and one abstention the motion passed.  A motion was made and seconded to appoint a Steering Committee to assist with the needs assessment to be conducted by Deloitte Consulting and to authorize them to make any modifications based on recommendations by Deloitte, including any monetary decisions.  After some discussion it was decided that the Steering Committee would consist of:  Cathy McGuire, Katherine Pelletreau, Karynlee Harrington, Garrett Martin, Joe Ditre, and Poppy Arford.  

Dave Winslow would also be asked to join. The Steering Committee will meet weekly and the minutes from each meeting will be distributed to all Board members.  The question was called 

and the motion passed unanimously.  

Approval of July 1, 2010 Minutes:  An amended motion was made to accept the July 1, 2010, MHDO Board minutes with the inclusion of the reminder from Katherine Pelletreau that a work group needs to be established, as required by L.D. 1544.  The motion was seconded and passed with 1 abstention.

Financial Summary:   Mr. Prysunka explained the components of the financial statement and 

the prescriber opt out legislation lawsuit for the new board members.  Paul Gauvreau, Assistant Attorney General, explained that the first circuit court had dissolved the preliminary injunction 

which would have meant that the Maine law could have gone forward.  However, IMS filed an appeal so this is still pending in court. 

Compliance Report:  Phil Bonneau distributed a Compliance Report and recommended that the Board pre-approve the referral of six payers to the Attorney General’s office if they do not submit their required data to the MHDO by September 20th.  After a brief discussion, a motion was made and seconded to approve the recommendation to refer the payers to AG’s office if their data is 

not received by September 20, 2010. The motion passed unanimously.  

United HealthCare Data Confidentiality Request - Mr. Prysunka stated that United HealthCare accepted his written response dated June 22, 2010, and that they will send in the required Medicare ingredient cost and dispensing fee data.

Rules:  Chapter 241: Uniform Reporting System for Hospital Inpatient and Outpatient Data Sets - Mr. Prysunka explained the proposed changes to Chapter 241 and a discussion ensued regarding the proposed change from the hospitals having a 90-day filing period to a 30-day filing period 

and the MHDO being able to collect accurate data.  A motion was made to initiate the rulemaking process as recommended.  The motion was seconded and passed with eight in favor of the motion, two in opposition, and one abstention.

Chapter 50:  Prices for Data Sets, Fees for Programming and Report Generation, Duplication Rates - Mr. Prysunka stated that one comment was received, in favor of the proposed changes.  There was a motion and a second to adopt Chapter 50 with the proposed changes.  A discussion ensued regarding Maine  businesses not benefiting from the proposed price changes for assessed entities.  It was stated that under the new provision businesses could request a fee reduction or waiver.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Chapter 300:  Uniform Reporting System for Hospital Financial Data - Mr. Prysunka explained 
the changes to the rule and there was a motion and second to adopt the rule as proposed.  Motion passed with one abstention.

Maine CDC Waiver Request:  Mr. Prysunka explained the waiver of the cost of data request from the Maine CDC who is working in conjunction with the University of New England.  There was a motion and a second to approve the waiver request.  The motion passed unanimously. 

MONAHRQ Implementation:  Susan Schow gave the Board an overview of the MONAHRQ web-based software that was created as a tool for quality and utilization reporting for hosptial inpatient data sets.  She stated that the web site will be available for review by the hospitals and the Board for four weeks before it goes live to the public.  She informed the Board that the web site currently contains only one year of available data and she disseminated a handout that included the link used to view MONAHRQ.  She provided a site map and offered the Board members to contact her if they have further questions or comments about the project.

Data Requests:  A Data Request Log was given to the Board in their packets, as requested by 

the Executive Committee, for their review of 2010 data requests.

Data Status: The Board discussed data status that Mr. Prysunka provided and agreed that future Data Status Reports should be distributed to the Board, OIT, Onpoint, and Trish Riley prior to 

each Board meeting.  The Board asked that the optimum data release time be added to the future handouts.  It was mentioned that there is now a National All Payer Claims Database Council and 

a discussion ensued regarding Maine being one of six states to be awarded a grant that will give those states access to Medicare data.  

OIT Status Report (OIT Project List)  

Jim Lopatosky, Associate CIO from the Office of Information Technology (OIT) explained a handout that he provided to the Board.  A discussion ensued regarding how the OIT support 

works and on possible cross training efforts.  Mr. Lopatosky thought that they should wait to discuss cross training further once the report from Deloitte is finalized.  The Board discussed the MHDO IT Project List that they received in their packets and they requested that Mr. Lopatosky report to the Board on project status and provide an OIT Organization chart at the next Board meeting.  

Data Processing Center Report
Terry Danowski explained a handout she provided, showing a high level view of the status of claims data submissions.  She stated that the second quarter data will be delivered to the MHDO via FTP soon.  

The Maine Health Data Processing Center Board will be working on setting goals in the following week and will update the MHDO Board at their next meeting.  Katherine Pelletreau welcomed anyone who has ideas for DP Center goals to contact the MHDO Board members who also serve on the MHDPC Board.  

A discussion ensued regarding integrating the claims data with the hospital data in the future to produce a more accurate database.  It was stated that until that time the MHDO should develop a statement of limitation on the claims data and put it on it’s web site.  There was also talk of creating a Work Group in the future to continue further discussion around this issue.  

A Board member asked to have a HealthCost Web update at the next Board meeting.  

Katherine Pelletreau informed the Board that the Executive Committee will meet between 

Board meetings and she encouraged Board members to contact them with any agenda items 

they would like to have added to future agendas.  

Public Comment
None provided.

The meeting adjourned at 12:00 p.m.

