MINUTES 
MAINE HEALTH DATA ORGANIZATION
EMERGENCY BOARD OF DIRECTORS TELECONFERENCE

monDAY, may 2, 2011
The meeting of the Maine Health Data Organization (MHDO) Board of Directors began at 10:05 a.m. with the following Board members present:  Cathy McGuire, (Chair), Katherine Pelletreau, (Vice-Chair), Poppy Arford, Karynlee Harrington, Lisa Harvey-McPherson, Anne Head, Anita Knopp, Neil Korsen, Garrett Martin, Eric Martinsen, Chris McCarthy, Ted Rooney, and Dave Winslow.  Absent members were Jennifer Carroll, Joe Ditré, Peter Gore, Maryagnes Gillman, and Douglas Jorgensen.

Katherine Pelletreau chaired the emergency teleconference, which was called specifically to review L.D. 1467:  An Act to Improve Timely Access to Health Care Data.  The Board had planned to discuss the bill at its regularly scheduled Board meeting on Thursday, May 5th; however, the bill was instead scheduled for public hearing on Wednesday, May 4rd.  L.D. 1467 would significantly alter the mission of the MHDO by transferring primary responsibility for management of the Maine claims database to a new entity.  The public interest would be advanced by convening an emergency Board meeting to allow the Board to take a position on the pending legislation.  The Legislature would benefit by having the insight and recommendation of the MHDO Board as it considers and deliberates this legislation.
Ms. Pelletreau began by informing the Board that Al Prysunka and other Board members had met with the Maine Health Management Coalition, (MHMC) the organization behind the creation of this bill, on Friday. The MHMC is open to amending the proposed legislation, and they are no longer concerned about shortening the timeframe of the data as long as the MHDO produces the data on a 90 day schedule.  However, it is unclear if an amendment to the proposed legislation will be presented at the public hearing so Mr. Prysunka will prepare testimony based on the legislation as written, guided by the Board’s decision.
Of concern, however, is the public health information (PHI) issue.  The Board discussed the pilot program that the MHMC is suggesting for the MHDO to collect and then release PHI to be used for physicians’ own patients to improve health care that they provide.
Paul Gauvreau, Board Legal Counsel discussed HIPPA regulations as they relate to the MHDO and stated that the MHDO statute would need to be changed, as well as the collection rules and release rules.  Alan Prysunka, MHDO Executive Director stated that the release rules, Chapter 120:  Release of Data to the Public, are major substantive.  The time urgency was discussed and it was noted that the entire process could take two to three years to become fully implemented.  
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There was some discussion on the Health Information Technology (HIT) project with Jim Leonard, HIT Program Coordinator, who also participated in the call.  Mr. Leonard informed the Board of a legal workgroup of interested parties that are currently addressing the PHI problem for Health InfoNet and recommended that the Board contact them. 
After further discussion, a motion was made and seconded to oppose L.D. 1467:  An Act to Improve Timely Access to Health Care Data.  Motion carried with 8 Board members in favor, 1 opposed, and 3 abstentions.  

A motion was then made and seconded to support, in concept, the pursuit of enabling legislation that would allow the MHDO to further explore the collection and dissemination of PHI.  The motion passed with 9 votes in favor and 3 abstentions.
The meeting adjourned at 11:10 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Adams

Administrative Assistant
