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MINUTES 
MAINE HEALTH DATA ORGANIZATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
151 CAPITOL STREET, AUGUSTA, MAINE

THURSDAY, JANUARy 5, 2012
The meeting of the Maine Health Data Organization (MHDO) Board of Directors began at 9:10 a.m. with the following Board members present:  Katherine Pelletreau, (Chair), Anne Head, (Vice-Chair), Poppy Arford, Maryagnes Gillman, Peter Gore, Karynlee Harrington, Lisa Harvey-McPherson, Anita Knopp, Jim Leonard, Chris McCarthy, and Dave Winslow.  Neil Korsen attended the meeting via telephone.  Absent members were Jennifer Carroll, Joe Ditré, Douglas Jorgensen, Garrett Martin, Cathy McGuire, and Ted Rooney.
A question was raised regarding members being allowed to vote when they are joining the meeting via telephone and Anne Head, Commissioner of the Department of Professional and Financial Regulations, informed the Board that legally members must attend the meetings in person to have voting rights.  

Approval of December 1, 2011 Minutes

A motion was made and seconded to accept the December 1, 2011, MHDO Board minutes as written.  Motion carried.

Chair Report
Board Meeting Schedule - After some discussion on the frequency and length of Board meetings, it was decided that the Board would hold two-hour monthly meetings through May, 2012.  At that time they will revisit their meeting schedule. 
Katherine Pelletreau informed the Board that Doug Jorgensen intents to submit his resignation and that he wishes the Board well.
Executive Director Report

Financial Summary - Alan Prysunka informed the Board that there are no issues with the finances and there were no questions or comments regarding the MHDO monthly financial statement.
Compliance Report - The Board was given copies of correspondence between Magellan Behavioral Health and the Attorney General’s Office regarding delinquent claims data submissions.  Magellan had been fined $5,000 and were requesting that the Board reconsider the fine because the data has been submitted.  Phil Bonneau explained that 
the data was received three months after the deadline and after some discussion there 
was a motion and a second to enforce the $5,000 fine.  The motion passed unanimously.
Data Status Report - The Board received a Data Status Report and Mr. Prysunka informed them that the hospital database should be back on schedule using the newly designed system within the next couple of months.  The application for 2009 - 2010 Medicare data has been completed and the mapping of 2007 - 2008 data should be complete in February.  Mr. Prysunka explained the complexity of the mapping process of converting the files to 
the same format as the commercial data.  The Board discussed possible resolutions i.e.: sending a statement of urgency to the Administration to obtain necessary resources; having a subcommittee help locate resources to work on the conversion; and bring in partners to help find a solution.  There was some discussion on issuing an RFP and Anne Head offered to help with a sole source contract if staff can find someone qualified to work on the conversion.  The Board asked Mr. Prysunka and Jim Leonard to develop a plan with more specificity of the problem and to present their recommendation to Katherine Pelletreau and Anne Head.
University of New Hampshire Data Fee Waiver Request - Amy Costello, from the University of New Hampshire (UNH) gave the Board an overview of the project for which they have requested a fee waiver.  A Board member asked about their indirect costs and the possibility of getting a 1% return on future grant money that this request could generate.  Another Board member also mentioned the possibility of an agreement of data reciprocity.  There was some talk of UNH producing public reports from the data and Ms. Costello stated that she cannot describe the reports until they have the opportunity to analyze the claims data they receive. 

There was a motion and a second that a conditional waiver be granted that if UNH does 
not meet the established requirements they will be required to pay the $47,775 for the data.  There was a friendly amendment that they update the Board on a quarterly basis until the end of year and that they produce a report by third quarter of 2012. The motion with the friendly amendment passed unanimously.  
It was also agreed that the topic of the opportunity for increased revenue and data reciprocity be a future agenda item.  
Standard Waiver Request Form - The Board was provided with a draft waiver request 
form, which they discussed and approved with two minor changes.  The topic of making 
the waiver provision more accessible was mentioned and will be discussed at a later time.
An Act to Amend the Laws Governing the Maine Health Data Organization - Katherine Pelletreau informed the Board that the Executive Committee has decided that, given the comprehensive review currently underway by the L. D. 1467 Workgroup and the Maine Department of Health and Human Services, the language in the draft that relates to restructuring the Board should wait until the next Legislative session.  Some discussion ensued and the consensus was that the chairs of Health and Human Services Committee be informed by the MHDO Chair that the Board has been drafting legislation to make the MHDO more efficient and responsive to data users and that the MHDO Board has been internally addressing issues that do not require legislation.  The proposed legislation will most probably be introduced in an integrated manner during the next Legislative session.  Jim Leonard will provide testimony to the H&HS Committee on January 10th, at which time Katherine Pelletreau will also provide comments as well as written correspondence.  Poppy Arford distributed a copy of changes that the Consumer Subcommittee had made to the consumer definition of the draft MHDO legislation.  Mr. Prysunka mentioned that the draft revisions to repeal the pharmacy language are now included within L.D. 1679,  An Act To Conform Maine's Prescription Drug Privacy Laws with the United States Constitution, and will be removed from the draft MHDO legislation.
Medicare/MaineCare Data Status - The Medicare update was discussed under the Data Status Report above.  Mr. Prysunka stated that the MHDO has received MaineCare data 
but there are some serious issues with the data files submitted after September 1, 2010.  
Hospital Database Editing Contract (DataBay) - Mr. Prysunka informed the Board that the DataBay contract will expire in November and the Division of Purchases is requiring the MHDO go out to bid.  He stated that this will cost a significant amount of money and there 
is no other entity that has a web-based hospital database editing program.  The Executive Committee will discuss this issue before any further action is taken.
Data Processing Center Report

Janice Bourgault informed the Board that they have completed the review of the new 100 edits and they are seeing only minor problems.  Onpoint will send out communications to the data submitters in an effort to be pro-active.  During that time Ms. Bourgault will provide the Board a summary of any issues they may experience.  Ms. Bourgault stated that the last extract due to the MHDO went out on time and responses to a few issues that arose have been resolved.
MQF Advisory Council Update
Karynlee Harrington informed the Board that the physician/practitioner database workgroup is continuing their work to provide Jim Leonard a series of recommendations for inclusion in the L.D. 1467 final report.  She also reported that the Medicare component of PCMH went live on January 1, 2012, and that the pilot now has community care teams in place.  Poppy Arford stated that the PCMH is accepting applications for 20 more practices. 
Public Comment
Janice Bourgault informed the Board that they are currently doing the Medicare mapping 
for the State of Vermont and offered their services to help with the Medicare data mapping effort.  Phil Bonneau responded to a question from a previous Board meeting, stating that the volume of medical claims data that Anthem Insurance Co. produces should be approximately 2.2% of the claims database.

The meeting adjourned at 11:00 a.m.
