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MINUTES 
MAINE HEALTH DATA ORGANIZATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
151 CAPITOL STREET, AUGUSTA, MAINE

THURSDAY, october 4, 2012
The meeting of the Maine Health Data Organization (MHDO) Board of Directors began at 9:10 a.m. with the following Board members present:  Katherine Pelletreau, (Chair), Anne Head, (Vice-Chair), Poppy Arford, Andy Ellis, Maryagnes Gillman, Peter Gore, 
Jim Leonard, Ted Rooney, and Dave Winslow.  Lisa Harvey-McPherson attended via teleconference.  Absent members were Joe Ditré, Anita Knopp, Neil Korsen, Chris McCarthy, Garrett Martin.  Also in attendance were Karynlee Harrington, Acting Executive Director and Paul Gauvreau, Agency Assistant Attorney General.
Chair Report
Approval of Board Minutes - A motion was made and seconded to accept the September 6, 2012 MHDO Board minutes as written.  Motion carried.

RFP Status Update – Board Chair stated that the selection committee continues to 
work with due diligence and remain hopeful that they will meet the established deadlines. 
LD 1818 Update - The four subcommittees continue to meet to provide their recommendations to the full committee during the second week of November.  
Jim Leonard added that the co-chairs of the LD 1818 Workgroup will present to 
the Health and Human Services Committee early 2013.
Acting Executive Director Report

Chapter 243:  Uniform Reporting System for Health Care Claims Data Sets - One written comment was received, which was in support of the proposed changes regarding the minimum threshold.  A motion was then made and seconded to adopt Chapter 243, pending final approval from the Attorney General’s Office.  The motion unanimously passed.
Chapter 300:  Uniform Reporting System for Hospital Financial Data Sets  - No comments received and a motion was made and seconded to adopt Chapter 300, pending final approval from the Attorney General’s Office.  The motion passed unanimously.
Chapter 270:  Uniform Reporting System for Quality Data Sets - Ms. Harrington stated that the MQF Advisory Council will meet on October 12th to further discuss the proposed rule changes, which she outlined for the Board.  There was a question about whether CMS captures core measures for the complete population or only Medicare and Medicaid data.  Ms. Harrington will confirm and report back to the Board. 
The discussion continued with regard to eliminating survey reporting for psychiatric 
and specialty hospitals.  The Board agreed that an alternative method for capturing this information should be pursued.  Ms. Harrington stated that the Maine Quality Forum Advisory Council will likely discuss this issue and she will provide Board members with minutes from that meeting.  
After reviewing all of the proposed changes a motion was made to authorize 
Ms. Harrington to initiate rulemaking upon endorsement of the proposed rule changes by the Maine Quality Forum Advisory Council.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 

Compliance Report - Wolfe Eye Associates formally requested that the MHDO waive their assessment due to loss of revenue resulting from policy changes with MaineCare.  Ms. Harrington referred to the letter submitted by Wolfe Eye Associates.  

Ms. Harrington stated that the MHDO Assessment Rules make no provision for a 
waiver and that there is no precedent to follow or does the MHDO have the capacity 
to evaluate the financial hardship asserted in this case by Wolf Associates.   She also informed the Board that the assessment levied on Wolf Associate is capped at $2,500 annually.  A motion was made and seconded to deny Wolfe Eye Associates’ request 
for financial relief.  The motion unanimously passed. 
Ms. Harrington informed the Board that American Health Care Administrative Services has not produced the requested corrective action plan for submitting their outstanding claims data.  A motion was made to fine American Health Care Services $5,000 in accordance with the MHDO Compliance Policy.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.
Financial Summary - Ms. Harrington reviewed the new format of the financial summaries and gave the Board a status update on the collection of annual assessments.  The Board agreed that monthly discussions of the financial summaries were not productive.  It was agreed that Ms. Harrington will respond to questions that members may have after reviewing the monthly financial summaries and will alert the board if actuals are not tracking to the budget and or if there are other financial matters that the Board needs to address.  

Project Management Report - Ms. Harrington reviewed the current status of the critical projects defined by the Board (refer to handout).  
Data Processing Center Report

Janice Bourgault updated the Board by reviewing the standard reports (refer to handouts).  

MQF Advisory Council Update
Ms. Harrington informed the Board that she had recently presented the Patient Experience of Care project to the Maine Health Management Coalition Board.  
She offered to provide the Board with a one page handout of her talking points.    
Ms. Harrington provided the Board with the Courts Order that the MHDO pay 
attorney fees in reference to the federal litigation, which Attorney Gauvreau briefly explained.  There was a motion and a second to authorize Ms. Harrington to fulfill 
the court ordered to pay the awarded funds.  After further discussion the motion 
passed unanimously.  
Public Comment
Shawn Alfreds from HealthInfoNet (HIN) stated that they have signed a contract with Acadia Healthcare Solutions to work with MHDO and HIN on the feasibility of linking 
the clinical database administered by HIN with the MHDO’s all payer claims database.  
Executive Session

A motion was made and seconded that the Board enter into executive session 
to discuss a personnel matter as authorized by Title 1, MRSA, Sec. 504(6)(A)&(F), 
and Title 5, MRSA, Sec. 7070.  The motion carried. 
The Board came out of executive session and no action was taken.

The meeting adjourned at 11:15 a.m.
