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2012 Hospital Outpatient Data Release Notes
Updated 12/4/2015
[bookmark: _GoBack]Below highlighted in yellow are clarifications/corrections since the November release of our 2012 hospital outpatient data.  
Opening Statement 
After receiving feedback from our external QC process regarding the completeness of the 2012 outpatient hospital data set the MHDO has been working with the facilities in question.  The result is an updated 2012 hospital outpatient file.  Below the additional data is identified by facility and month.   In addition we have added notes describing several other issues that have been raised by users of this data.  Our goal is to build a standard set of data documentation and release notes that will support our hospital data releases.  
Assignment of Geocodes
In the restricted data releases the MHDO has historically assigned a geocode which has been populated in the geocode field.   The method to assign the geo code is as follows:
1. If City, State and Zip match we assign a geocode
1. If State is Maine but mismatch between City and Zip we assign geocode based on City 
1. If State is Maine but we cannot match on City we use Zip code to assign the geo code
1. If State is Maine but we cannot match on  Zip code we assign 5 9’s in the field to indicate geocode is unknown

If the State is not Maine in most cases we assign a code for the State-there are however some exceptions in the State of NH.
In this release of the restricted outpatient dataset, you will find the geocode and two additional fields, “City” and “State”.
We have included a data table of Maine geocodes provided by the Maine Office of GIS (MEGIS).  The mission of MEGIS is to provide baseline geospatial data, services, and support to users of geospatial technology in state government and the public, with the ultimate goal to increase and ease the use of geospatial technologies.
In future releases of our restricted data the MHDO will provide the data elements of county, city, state and zip code, along with the geocode. By default, data releases will only include county unless the additional detail is requested.
Issues with “Covers Period From Date (DOS1)”
It has come to the MHDO’s attention that the “Covers Period From Date (DOS1)” was not able to be populated by certain data submitters in all cases. Thus, when counting number of records by hospital we would recommend that you use the Statement Covers Period Thru Date (DOS2) as this lines up with the record counts reported by the hospitals.  
EASTERN MAINE HEALTH 
Time Period Impacted: 2009-current
It was  brought to the attention of the MHDO in August 2015 that due to a system issue with this data submitter,  services reported on a 1500 with no associated UB  have not been reported to the MHDO for their provider based clinics and as such are not included in this data release.
The MHDO is actively working with the data submitter to determine the corrective action plan.  In the interim, we will include this note with all impacted releases.  
Data Sets Impacted:  Outpatient Hospital Data specific to their Provider Based Clinics for the following hospitals:
· EMMC (200033)
· Acadia (200004)
· Charles A Dean (200023)
· Blue Hill Memorial (200051)
· Inland (200041)
· Sebasticook Valley (200028)
· TAMC/The Aroostook Medical Center (200018) 
· Mercy (200008)
MaineHealth
Time Period Impacted: December 2012 -current
It was brought to the attention of the MHDO in August 2015 that due to a system issue with Maine Medical Center (200009) and Waldo County General Hospital (200013), units of service for outpatient services (days) were over stated.  The MHDO is actively working with the data submitter to determine the corrective action plan.  In the interim, we will include this note with all impacted releases.  

Issues with MHDO-Assigned Medical Record Numbers (MRN) across Time
The MHDO has been made aware of some issues in how the MHDO-Assigned Medical Record Number (Scram_MRN) has been created in the past that create the potential for clashes to occur (that is, two different MRNs yielding the same MHDO-Assigned Medical Record Number). These issues have been resolved in the current dataset. However, there is the potential that MRNs may differ from those distributed in previous versions of the data.
Data users are reminded that the MHDO-Assigned Medical Record Number generally cannot be used to track individuals between facilities; the same MRN may be used at different facilities to represent different individuals. Also, even within the same facility, an individual may not retain the same MRN across time; when hospitals merger or when they transition to new data systems, new MRNs may be assigned. The MHDO has no control over the MRN assignment policies within facilities.
The MHDO is developing data elements that will allow an individual to be more reliably tracked both across time within a given facility and between facilities.
NEW DATA
The table below identifies the additional data for 2012 that has been added since the original release of the 2012 hospital outpatient file in 2014.
	Facility ID #
	Facility Name
	Missing Data Months

	200009
	Maine Medical Center
	Dec 2012

	200013
	Waldo County General
	Oct, Nov 2012

	200018
	The Aroostook Medical Center
	Dec 2012

	200031
	Cary Medical Center
	Oct, Nov 2012

	200033
	Eastern Maine Medical Center
	Oct 2012

	200041
	Inland Hospital
	Apr, May, Jun 2012

	200062
	Penobscot Valley Hospital
	Apr, Oct 2012

	200066
	Mayo Regional
	Oct 2012

	200001
	St Joseph Hospital
	2014 release had Low ED record counts for Jan – Sep 2012 (Provider resubmitted)

	200044
	Mid Coast Hospital
	2014 release had Low ED record counts for Jan – Mar 2012 (Provider resubmitted)
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