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2013 Hospital inpatient Data Release Notes
Updated 12/4/2015
Below highlighted in yellow are clarifications/corrections since the November release of our 2013 hospital inpatient data.  
Opening Statement 
 After receiving feedback from the Maine CDC regarding the completeness of the 2013 inpatient hospital data set the MHDO has been working with the facilities in question.  The additional data and or information is identified by facility and month in the attached spreadsheet.  In addition below we have added notes describing several other issues that have been raised by users of this data.  Our goal is to build a standard set of data documentation and release notes that will support our hospital data releases and Meta data strategy.  
Data Quality Observations
See attached spreadsheet
Update since data was released: Missing Data - Patch File-
[bookmark: _GoBack]The following two facilities data were not included in this release. We are creating a patch file which will contain the data.  As soon as the Patch file is ready we will e-mail to data users-our anticipated release date is February 1.  
200056 Riverview-January-December 2013  
200057 Dorothea Dix-Quarter 4 2013
DRG Calculation
Our current vendor DataBay performs the DRG calculations on behalf of the MHDO.  The DRG codes are assigned using the 3M Grouper software.  The DRG versions DataBay is using are as follows:  
AP-DRG = 27.0
APR-DRG = 31.0
CMS-DRG = 24.0
MS-DRG= 31.0
Assignment of Geocodes
In the restricted data releases the MHDO has historically assigned a geocode which has been populated in the geocode field.   The method to assign the geo code is as follows:
1. If City, State and Zip match we assign a geocode
1. If State is Maine but mismatch between City and Zip we assign geocode based on City 
1. If State is Maine but we cannot match on City we use Zip code to assign the geo code
1. If State is Maine but we cannot match on  Zip code we assign 5 9’s in the field to indicate geocode is unknown

If the State is not Maine in most cases we assign a code for the State-there are however some exceptions in the State of NH.
In this release of the restricted outpatient dataset, you will find the geocode and two additional fields, “City” and “State”.
You will also find an additional data table of Maine geocodes provided by the Maine Office of GIS (MEGIS).  The mission of MEGIS is to provide baseline geospatial data, services, and support to users of geospatial technology in state government and the public, with the ultimate goal to increase and ease the use of geospatial technologies.
In future releases of our restricted data the MHDO will provide the data elements of county, city, state and zip code, along with the geocode. By default, data releases will only include county identification unless the additional detail is requested.
Lincoln Health (Miles Memorial Hospital and St. Andrews Hospital)
The MHDO assigned facility number for the new entity Lincoln Health established October 1, 2013 is 201302.  
In April of 2015 Lincoln Health submitted missing data for the time period Q2 2013 for what was Miles Memorial Hospital (200002) and St. Andrews Hospital (200006).  Note the submission did not differentiate between the two campuses (Miles and St. Andrews).
Issues with MHDO-Assigned Medical Record Numbers (MRN) across Time
The MHDO has been made aware of some variances in how the MHDO-Assigned Medical Record Number (MRN) has been created in previous years of data, specifically in how alpha characters are encoded. While the MHDO-Assigned Medical Record Number is generally consistent across time for the same individual within the same facility, there are some cases where the same underlying MRN may have been assigned a slightly different MHDO-Assigned MRN in historical files than is currently being assigned. 
Data users are reminded that the MHDO-Assigned Medical Record Number generally cannot be used to track individuals between facilities; the same MRN may be used at different facilities to represent different individuals. Also, even within the same facility, an individual may not retain the same MRN across time; when hospitals merger or when they transition to new data systems, new MRNs may be assigned. The MHDO has no control over the MRN assignment policies within facilities.
The MHDO is currently working to develop data elements that will allow an individual to be more reliably tracked both across time within a given facility and between facilities.
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